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Nonprofit Shelters with Government Contracts: ���������������
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Municipal Shelters��������������	������������������������
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“No Kill” is an industry standard, 

defined as having a live release 

rate of 90% or higher. The standard 

assumes the remaining 10% of 

animals are sick, injured or need 

behavioral training. If a shelter has 

adequate resources to help these 

animals, the live release rate inches 

closer to 100%.

Because shelters vary in their ability 

to control intake, “No Kill” can be a 

confusing and misleading marketing 

term. Private shelters should always 

meet the 90% standard, whereas 

public shelters struggle through no 

fault of their own.

The following articles shed more 

light on this important topic:  

What “No-Kill” Really Means 1

What does it mean to be no-kill? 2
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To help adopters understand the 

adoption process and the many types 

of shelters and rescues, Pet Friendly 

Services created an online adoption 

guide. Each adoption = a life saved!

��������������

Click HereClick Here

LOOKING FOR A

New Best 
Friend?

WE’RE HERE TO HELP!

ADOPTION 

GUIDE
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��������������guide for owners and managers of mobile home parks and multi-unit dwellings���
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  A national survey found that 

shelters spend an average of $176 

for each impounded  animal, 

with a cost of $450 to ultimately 

place an animal into a new home.5

  

Compare this to Pet Friendly 

Services’ financial assistance 

programs, which reduces both 

shelter intake and euthanasia 

rates at an average cost 

of $70 per animal.
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1. What No Kill Really Means: https://www.vhslifesaver.org/news/what-no-kill-really-means

2. What does it mean to be no-kill? https://www.animalhumanesociety.org/news/what-does-it-mean-be-no-kill

3. Community Cats, Indiana Municipal Guide for Busy Leaders: https://petfriendlyservices.org/helping-at-risk-animals/community-cats/

4. Community Cat Guide for Indiana Mobile Home Parks & Multi-Unit Dwellings: https://petfriendlyservices.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/

    Mobile-Home-Multi-Unit-Dwellings-Community-Cat-Guide-Indiana.pdf

5. Getting to Zero: http://shelteroverpopulation.org/Getting_To_Zero.htm

6.  Fix by Five: https://www.unitedspayalliance.org/feline-fix-by-five/
6. House Enrolled Act 1201: https://legiscan.com/IN/text/HB1201/id/1365459
7. Vet Shortage Task Force: https://www.unitedspayalliance.org/vet-shortage/
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